THE   CRUSADE   OF   THE   SNOWS
traversed the length of Germany to swing into line
with the rest of the Grand Army from his centre at
Thorn.
Here they were quartered till June 6th, when the
French columns began to advance on the Niemen. And
at this stage it is -well to summarize the bearing of the
campaign, so that a few general references may afterwards
suffice as a tactical background to Ney's corps.
The great space of country ahead was occupied by two
Russian armies, Barclay commanding the main body of
200,000 while a smaller force, under Bagration, kept
watch on the south. Now it was vital for Napoleon's
scheme that these two armies should be kept apart, or,
more exactly, that Bagration should not be allowed to
join hands with Barclay. But the tragedy was decided
in advance by Napoleon's brother, ex-midshipman
Jerome Bonaparte, who was given command of the
southern group of corps with the object of preventing
any such move being made by the Russians.
He was dilatory enough to let Bagration fall back until
he could no longer be overreached and therefore cut off
from joining -with Barclay later on. And this was not
an isolated failure but the turning-point of the whole
campaign, since it retarded the Grand Army's manoeuvres,
incurred a terrible wastage, and finally exposed it (on
account of time which had been lost) to the horrors of
retreating through a Russian winter.
But none of these things were thought of when the
French began their eastward march to the frontier waters
of the Niemen. It was clear sky above and green country
below, intersected by patches of sand or clay with
innumerable streams and only clumps of pine, birch, or
beechwood to break the flatness. The 3rd Corps, by
reason of its previous alignment, marched due east in
the pageant of invasion with its martial music, bright
Eagles, waving flags, shining helmets and breastplates,
the whole reflecting a delirious mood of conquest.
Ney camped in a pine-forest along the river, and his
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